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(1) During three of the preceding four
calendar quarters such organization,
association, or group of persons had:

(i) Fifty percent or more of the aver-
age daily dollar trading volume in any
security and five percent or more of
the average daily dollar trading vol-
ume in any class of securities; or

(ii) Forty percent or more of the av-
erage daily dollar trading volume in
any class of securities; and

(2) The Commission determines, after
notice to the organization, association,
or group of persons, and an opportunity
for such organization, association, or
group of persons to respond, that such
an exemption would not be necessary
or appropriate in the public interest or
consistent with the protection of inves-
tors taking into account the require-
ments for exchange registration under
section 6 of the Act, (15 U.S.C. 78f), and
the objectives of the national market
system under section 11A of the Act,
(15 U.S.C 78k–1).

(3) For purposes of paragraph (b) of
this section, each of the following shall
be considered a ‘‘class of securities’’:

(i) Equity securities, which shall
have the same meaning as in § 240.3a11–
1;

(ii) Listed options, which shall mean
any options traded on a national secu-
rities exchange or automated facility
of a national securities exchange;

(iii) Unlisted options, which shall
mean any options other than those
traded on a national securities ex-
change or automated facility of a na-
tional securities association;

(iv) Municipal securities, which shall
have the same meaning as in section
3(a)(29) of the Act, (15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(29));

(v) Investment grade corporate debt
securities, which shall mean any secu-
rity that:

(A) Evidences a liability of the issuer
of such security;

(B) Has a fixed maturity date that is
at least one year following the date of
issuance;

(C) Is rated in one of the four highest
ratings categories by at least one Na-
tionally Recognized Statistical Rat-
ings Organization; and

(D) Is not an exempted security, as
defined in section 3(a)(12) of the Act,
(15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(12));

(vi) Non-investment grade corporate
debt securities, which shall mean any
security that:

(A) Evidences a liability of the issuer
of such security;

(B) Has a fixed maturity date that is
at least one year following the date of
issuance;

(C) Is not rated in one of the four
highest ratings categories by at least
one Nationally Recognized Statistical
Ratings Organization; and

(D) Is not an exempted security, as
defined in section 3(a)(12) of the Act,
(15 U.S.C. 78o);

(vii) Foreign corporate debt securi-
ties, which shall mean any security
that:

(A) Evidences a liability of the issuer
of such debt security;

(B) Is issued by a corporation or
other organization incorporated or or-
ganized under the laws of any foreign
country; and

(C) Has a fixed maturity date that is
at least one year following the date of
issuance; and

(viii) Foreign sovereign debt securi-
ties, which shall mean any security
that:

(A) Evidences a liability of the issuer
of such debt security;

(B) Is issued or guaranteed by the
government of a foreign country, any
political subdivision of a foreign coun-
try, or any supranational entity; and

(C) Does not have a maturity date of
a year or less following the date of
issuance.

[63 FR 70917, Dec. 22, 1998]

DEFINITION OF ‘‘EQUITY SECURITY’’ AS
USED IN SECTIONS 12(g) AND 16

§ 240.3a4–1 Associated persons of an
issuer deemed not to be brokers.

(a) An associated person of an issuer
of securities shall not be deemed to be
a broker solely by reason of his partici-
pation in the sale of the securities of
such issuer if the associated person:

(1) Is not subject to a statutory dis-
qualification, as that term is defined in
section 3(a)(39) of the Act, at the time
of his participation; and

(2) Is not compensated in connection
with his participation by the payment
of commissions or other remuneration
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based either directly or indirectly on
transactions in securities; and

(3) Is not at the time of his participa-
tion an associated person of a broker or
dealer; and

(4) Meets the conditions of any one of
paragraph (a)(4) (i), (ii), or (iii) of this
section.

(i) The associated person restricts his
participation to transactions involving
offers and sales of securities:

(A) To a registered broker or dealer;
a registered investment company (or
registered separate account); an insur-
ance company; a bank; a savings and
loan association; a trust company or
similar institution supervised by a
state or federal banking authority; or a
trust for which a bank, a savings and
loan association, a trust company, or a
registered investment adviser either is
the trustee or is authorized in writing
to make investment decisions; or

(B) That are exempted by reason of
section 3(a)(7), 3(a)(9) or 3(a)(10) of the
Securities Act of 1933 from the reg-
istration provisions of that Act; or

(C) That are made pursuant to a plan
or agreement submitted for the vote or
consent of the security holders who
will receive securities of the issuer in
connection with a reclassification of
securities of the issuer, a merger or
consolidation or a similar plan of ac-
quisition involving an exchange of se-
curities, or a transfer of assets of any
other person to the issuer in exchange
for securities of the issuer; or

(D) That are made pursuant to a
bonus, profit-sharing, pension, retire-
ment, thrift, savings, incentive, stock
purchase, stock ownership, stock ap-
preciation, stock option, dividend rein-
vestment or similar plan for employees
of an issuer or a subsidiary of the
issuer;

(ii) The associated person meets all
of the following conditions:

(A) The associated person primarily
performs, or is intended primarily to
perform at the end of the offering, sub-
stantial duties for or on behalf of the
issuer otherwise than in connection
with transactions in securities; and

(B) The associated person was not a
broker or dealer, or an associated per-
son of a broker or dealer, within the
preceding 12 months; and

(C) The associated person does not
participate in selling an offering of se-
curities for any issuer more than once
every 12 months other than in reliance
on paragraph (a)(4)(i) or (iii) of this
section, except that for securities
issued pursuant to rule 415 under the
Securities Act of 1933, the 12 months
shall begin with the last sale of any se-
curity included within one rule 415 reg-
istration.

(iii) The associated person restricts
his participation to any one or more of
the following activities:

(A) Preparing any written commu-
nication or delivering such commu-
nication through the mails or other
means that does not involve oral solici-
tation by the associated person of a po-
tential purchaser; Provided, however,
that the content of such communica-
tion is approved by a partner, officer or
director of the issuer;

(B) Responding to inquiries of a po-
tential purchaser in a communication
initiated by the potential purchaser;
Provided, however, That the content of
such responses are limited to informa-
tion contained in a registration state-
ment filed under the Securities Act of
1933 or other offering document; or

(C) Performing ministerial and cler-
ical work involved in effecting any
transaction.

(b) No presumption shall arise that
an associated person of an issuer has
violated section 15(a) of the Act solely
by reason of his participation in the
sale of securities of the issuer if he
does not meet the conditions specified
in paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) Definitions. When used in this sec-
tion:

(1) The term associated person of an
issuer means any natural person who is
a partner, officer, director, or em-
ployee of:

(i) The issuer;
(ii) A corporate general partner of a

limited partnership that is the issuer;
(iii) A company or partnership that

controls, is controlled by, or is under
common control with, the issuer; or

(iv) An investment adviser registered
under the Investment Advisers Act of
1940 to an investment company reg-
istered under the Investment Company
Act of 1940 which is the issuer.
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(2) The term associated person of a
broker or dealer means any partner, offi-
cer, director, or branch manager of
such broker or dealer (or any person
occupying a similar status or per-
forming similar functions), any person
directly or indirectly controlling, con-
trolled by, or under common control
with such broker or dealer, or any em-
ployee of such broker or dealer, except
that any person associated with a
broker or dealer whose functions are
solely clerical or ministerial and any
person who is required under the laws
of any State to register as a broker or
dealer in that State solely because
such person is an issuer of securities or
associated person of an issuer of securi-
ties shall not be included in the mean-
ing of such term for purposes of this
section.

[50 FR 27946, July 9, 1985]

§ 240.3a11–1 Definition of the term ‘‘eq-
uity security’’.

The term equity security is hereby de-
fined to include any stock or similar
security, certificate of interest or par-
ticipation in any profit sharing agree-
ment, preorganization certificate or
subscription, transferable share, voting
trust certificate or certificate of de-
posit for an equity security, limited
partnership interest, interest in a joint
venture, or certificate of interest in a
business trust; or any security convert-
ible, with or without consideration
into such a security, or carrying any
warrant or right to subscribe to or pur-
chase such a security; or any such war-
rant or right; or any put, call, straddle,
or other option or privilege of buying
such a security from or selling such a
security to another without being
bound to do so.

(Sec. 3, 48 Stat. 882, 15 U.S.C. 78)

[38 FR 11449, May 8, 1973]

MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS

§ 240.3a12–1 Exemption of certain
mortgages and interests in mort-
gages.

Mortgages, as defined in section
302(d) of the Emergency Home Finance
Act of 1970, which are or have been sold
by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation are hereby exempted from

the operation of such provisions of the
Act as by their terms do not apply to
an ‘‘exempted security’’ or to ‘‘exempt-
ed securities’’.

(Sec. 3(a)(12), 48 Stat. 882, 15 U.S.C. 78(c))

[37 FR 25167, Nov. 28, 1972]

§ 240.3a12–2 [Reserved]

§ 240.3a12–3 Exemption from sections
14(a), 14(b), 14(c), 14(f) and 16 for
securities of certain foreign issuers.

(a) Securities for which the filing of
registration statements on Form 18 [17
CFR 249.218] are authorized shall be ex-
empt from the operation of sections 14
and 16 of the Act.

(b) Securities registered by a foreign
private issuer, as defined in Rule 3b–4
(§ 240.3b–4 of this chapter), shall be ex-
empt from sections 14(a), 14(b), 14(c),
14(f) and 16 of the Act.

[44 FR 70137, Dec. 6, 1979, as amended at 47
FR 54780, Dec. 6, 1982; 56 FR 30067, July 1,
1991]

§ 240.3a12–4 Exemptions from sections
15(a) and 15(c)(3) for certain mort-
gage securities.

(a) When used in this Rule the fol-
lowing terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

(1) The term whole loan mortgage
means an evidence of indebtedness se-
cured by mortgage, deed of trust, or
other lien upon real estate or upon
leasehold interests therein where the
entire mortgage, deed or other lien is
transferred with the entire evidence of
indebtedness.

(2) The term aggregated whole loan
mortgage means two or more whole loan
mortgages that are grouped together
and sold to one person in one trans-
action.

(3) The term participation interest
means an undivided interest rep-
resenting one of only two such inter-
ests in a whole loan mortgage or in an
aggregated whole loan mortgage, pro-
vided that the other interest is re-
tained by the originator of such par-
ticipation interest.

(4) The term commitment means a con-
tract to purchase a whole loan mort-
gage, an aggregated whole loan mort-
gage or a participation interest which
by its terms requires that the contract
be fully executed within 2 years.
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